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Changes 
coming 
for NC 
prisons 


BY GAVIN OFF 
AND AMES ALEXANDER 


goff@charlotteobserver.com 
aalexander@charlotteobserver.com 


Changes are coming to North 
Carolina’s prisons after five fatal 
assaults on prison workers and a 
Charlotte Observer investiga- 
tion highlighting widespread 
dangers and corruption. 

Among other measures, the 
state says it is building fences, 
buying batons and frisking em- 
ployees. It is also installing new 
equipment to detect cellphones, 
which inmates have used to plot 
crimes and orchestrate attacks. 

Meanwhile, a new Duke 
University study confirms much 
of what the Ob- 
server found in its 
June investiga- 
tion, and recom- 
mends that the 
state take addi- 
tional steps to 
improve prison 
staffing and secu- 
rity. 

In a news re- 
lease issued last week, the state 
Department of Public Safety 
listed more than a dozen steps it 
is taking to improve prison safe- 
ty. They include: 

e Frisking almost everyone 
who enters the prisons. 

e Buying batons for officers in 
medium-security prisons. Cur- 
rently, only maximum-security 
officers are issued batons, which 
can be used to subdue violent 
inmates. 

e Upgrading security cameras 
in several prisons. 

e Installing additional fencing 
around some prisons, so that it’s 
harder for inmates to retrieve 
contraband that is thrown over 
fences. 

e Creating a new security unit 
that will develop safety training 
and ensure regular safety audits 
at all prisons. 

“We're continuing to work to 
identify proven safety and secu- 
rity practices we can implement 
to make North Carolina’s pris- 
ons safer, with many improve- 
ments already put in place,” 
Public Safety Secretary Erik 
Hooks said. 

But Rep. Bob Steinburg, who 
serves on a legislative commit- 
tee that oversees the prisons, 
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New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Republican lawmakers on 
Friday secured enough votes to 
pass the most sweeping tax 
overhaul in decades, putting 
them on the cusp of their first 
significant legislative victory 
as party leaders geared up to 
pass a $1.5 trillion tax cut 
along party lines and send it to 
President Donald Trump by 
Christmas. 

A day after the bill’s fate 
seemed somewhat in doubt, 
Republican leaders notched 
two wins Friday, when Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he 
would vote yes after winning a 
more generous child tax credit 
in the final bill and Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., who voted 
against the initial Senate bill 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


Reporters gather around Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, on Capitol 
Hill Friday, with questions on the progress of the tax bill. 


over deficit concerns, said he 
would support the legislation 
despite the cost of the tax cuts. 
The unexpected support 
from Corker, who had opposed 


the initial Senate legislation 
over concerns about its impact 
on the deficit, put the Repub- 
licans on the 1-yard line in the 
final seconds of the tax bill 


GOP secures key votes 
to advance tax overhaul 


GABRIELLA DEMCZUK NYT 


Republican lawmakers agreed to expand the child tax credit to win the support of Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., above, for their tax overhaul 
bill. It appeared that the final agreement would give slightly more generous tax breaks to low- and middle-income Americans. 


debate. Lawmakers plan to 
vote next week with the aim of 
getting a bill to President Don- 
ald Trump by Christmas. 

On Friday, as details 
emerged about the final bill, it 
became clear that the agree- 
ment would provide slightly 
more generous tax breaks to 
low- and middle-income 
Americans by reducing some 
benefits for higher earners, 
one of several tweaks intended 
to solve the budget problems 
standing between the bill’s 
passage and President Donald 
Trump’s desk, according to 
people briefed on the final 
plan. 

Some highlights of the final 
bill were provided in a sum- 
mary obtained Friday by The 
Associated Press. The bill 
would: 
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State’s vaccination law should change, 
2 doctors say, but they differ on how 


BY MARTHA QUILLIN 
mquillin@newsobserver.com 


Two North Carolina pediat- 
ricians say the state law on 
childhood vaccinations — which 
thousands of children have 
avoided in recent years using a 
religious exemption — should 
change. But they disagree on 
how. 


One says the law should be 
made more restrictive to protect 
public health. The other says it 
should be relaxed to protect 
personal preference. 

The number of N.C. 
kindergarteners opting out of 
vaccinations on religious 
grounds more than doubled in 
the five school years from 2012 
to 2016. If all those children 
remain in North Carolina 


schools and still have not been 
vaccinated, that means at least 
6,146 students are now enrolled 
through fourth grade who have 
not been immunized for reli- 
gious reasons. Thousands more 
are likely still enrolled in higher 
grades who never got the re- 
quired shots. 

Numbers for children who 
entered kindergarten during the 
current academic year are not 


yet available. 

Health officials who support 
mandated vaccines and parents’ 
groups that oppose them both 
say the religious exemption is 
used by parents whose objection 
to the shots has nothing to do 
with their faith. To exercise the 
exemption, parents need only 
say that they have a religious 
objection to immunizations for 
their children. They don’t have 


to describe the objection or get a 
statement from any religious 
official. The statement is sub- 
mitted to a child’s school in 
place of an immunization re- 
cord. It doesn’t get reviewed for 
approval or denial. 

The only other exemption to 
the rule is on medical grounds, 
and that path requires a doctor’s 
certification of conditions that 
would make immunizations 
dangerous to a child’s health. 

Dr. Rosemary Stein, a practi- 
tioner at International Family 
Clinic Pediatrics in Burlington, 
which has about 5,000 patients, 
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